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It was another grand year for the Tampa Riverwalk which says a great deal when 2010
followed a year of grand opening events including the spectacular Tampa Bay History
Center, the Columbia Café, South Plaza and the Riverwall, the Sail Pavilion, Hero’s
Plaza, and the cenotaph Ceremonial Space.

Yes, 2010 was again remarkable in terms of grand openings for the Riverwalk. In early
January, Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park opened with a community-wide, day-long
festival celebrating the reopening of this family destination Mayor lorio dubbed
‘Tampa’s living room.” With the opening of the park came the opening of an additional
845 feet of Riverwalk connecting Kiley Garden to the David A. Straz, Jr. Center for the
Performing Arts. This stretch of the Riverwalk overlooks the iconic minarets of Plant
Hall at the University of Tampa (UT) and the bustling boat houses of the UT and Tampa
Preparatory crew teams. It's also the site of Riverwalk’s Wall of Honor. Amenities at
Curtis Hixon include a mist fountain, a state-of-the-art playground and a very popular
dog park.

Grand Opening of CurtisHixon Waterfront Park

Only a few weeks after the grand opening of Curtis Hixon came the long awaited grand
opening of the Tampa Museum of Art. The museum has become a one-of-a-kind
attraction with its back-lit facade, Sky, designed by internationally acclaimed artist Leo
Villareal. The nightly light show attracts residents and visitors alike to the Riverwalk
where they can enjoy the urban waterfront. The museum’s rotating exhibitions, Sono
Café that offers alfresco dining, and the Museum Gift Shop are all welcomed additions
to the Riverwalk.

In September, Tampa residents gathered again at Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park for the
grand opening of the Glazer Children’s Museum. The museum is a whimsical toy box-
looking building that houses over 100 hands-on activities making fun the order of the
day.



Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park is being programmed with fun, family-friendly activities.
On any given day, you may find Tampa Downtown Partnership’s REALM Task Force
providing balls, games and toys of all sorts to keep museum guests in the park and on
the Riverwalk for a longer stay.

The reopening of Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park and its Riverwalk segment, brought
back the Gasparilla Festival of the Arts to the urban waterfront in March. Other events
including the Friday Extra Concert Series in April and the spring’s annual Florida
Orchestra pops concert were held at Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park. Tampa Museum of
Art’'s Thursday night Rock the Park event cranked-up, Friends of the Riverwalk
introduced The Proposing Bench, Friends of Recreation brought in an ice skating rink
from Thanksgiving through the first of the year, and SantaFest returned bringing record
crowds.

The year saw Tall Ships sail into the Tampa Convention Center from international ports
of call. The importance of the connectivity of the Riverwalk was highlighted as record
crowds used the Walk from the Convention Center to Channelside to enjoy all three of
our seafaring visitors.

The Columbian Tall Ship Gloria

Riverwalk hosted weddings, foodie bike tours, the turning of the channel to a festive
Irish green, Dragon Boats races, spectators for two lighted boat parades, and a myriad of
public and private firework spectaculars. Fund raising walks were staged, memorials
were created and over 300 people purchased personalized Riverwalk pavers recognizing
special people and events. A Facebook page was created, Riverwalk tweets were issued,
and readership of Currents e-letter reached an all-time high.

While the community celebrated and participated in over 100 events along the
Riverwalk during the year, Riverwalk design, development and construction quietly
continued behind the scenes.

The crosswalk from Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park to the Straz Center was dramatically
improved to provide a more defined and safer street crossing. The shaded pathway from
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